MEDIA RELEASE
Gabon hosts 2nd Africa Palm Oil Forum: WWF engages stakeholders for a
collaborative strategy
Yaounde, Cameroon (16 October 2013) – The 2nd Africa Palm Oil Forum – an
international summit opens Thursday in Libreville, Gabon, to seek solutions to the
brewing threats hovering over decades of conservation efforts in Africa.
WWF has been invited by the Centre for Management Technology and the
government of Gabon to participate in this African event that comes weeks after the
world hosted its first Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil summit in Berlin,
Germany, to raise awareness on best practices to its production and supply chains.
WWF Palm Oil Coordinator for Central Africa region Ludovic II Miaro will deliver a
key presentation Thursday on WWF’s role and what stakeholders can learn so they
may develop the African palm oil sector.
Global price hikes for palm oil products and the shortage of land in the main
exporting countries of Malaysia and Indonesia are forcing giant palm oil companies
to invest in Africa.
Some 115 million hectares or two thirds of the Congo Basin forest area is believed to
have the appropriate soil and climate for cultivating oil palms, and the palm oil
industry predicts a global production of 70 million tons of palm oil by 2020.
WWF seeks a collaborative strategy with stakeholders for a common economic
growth through a sustainable development of oil palm plantations and conservation
goal.
The need for collaboration
WWF is calling on governments to establish a strong land use planning and
transparency in land allocations.
WWF requests governments to enforce monitoring mechanism aiming respect of
environmental and social obligations.
WWF requests agroindustry to be Roundtable Sustainable Palm Oil compliant.
WWF requests agroindustry and smallholders to build strong win-win partnership.
###

A giant palm oil company destroys decades of conservation for its production.
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About WWF
WWF is one of the world's largest and most respected independent conservation
organizations, with over 5 million supporters and a global network active in over
100 countries. WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the Earth's natural
environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature,
by conserving the world's biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable
natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution and
wasteful consumption.

