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Advancing sustainable forest-related trade and coopera�on
between China, Congo Basin countries, and the interna�onal market
Key Messages
China is emerging as the largest market
for timber export from the Congo Basin,
and is growing its investments in
forestry and other sectors with
implications for the Congo Basin forest
The issue of deforestation – which is
largely a result of illicit timber trade and
land-based agriculture, mining and
infrastructure development – requires

In the Congo Basin, the second largest contiguous tropical forest of the
world, deforestation and forest degradation are increasing. Besides
smallholder-driven land-use change, main drivers include illicit timber
trade and industrial development such as in agriculture, mining and infrastructure. Thus, addressing the issues of deforestation and forest
degradation requires working closely with government and business
stakeholders from the different countries involved in global timber
trade supply chains. As timber trade between the Congo Basin and
China is ever-growing, proactively engaging with Chinese stakeholders
is recommended as one crucial component of a comprehensive strategy to render the use of forest ecosystems in the region more sustainable.
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