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We, Central African countries and partners, meeting on the sidelines of the 30th Conference of 

the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (CoP30), 

held in Belem, Brazil,  

Convinced that the three tropical forests of the planet are essential pillars of the global 

ecological balance, play a major role in climate regulation, are crucial biodiversity reservoirs 

and critical guarantors of the water cycle; 

Concerned about the scale of climate change and biodiversity loss that affects their capacities 

to provide very important ecosystem services to humanity and to ensure the sustainable 

development of more than 1.5 billion people living there;  

Recognizing in particular the vital and exceptional importance at ecological, economic, social, 

cultural and climate levels of Congo Basin forests, the planet’s main carbon sink1 as well as the 

need to establish mechanisms to develop this natural heritage in terms of economic growth and 

sustainable development of Central Africa;  

Conscious of the growing threats weighing on this unique ecosystem, in particular 

deforestation, forest degradation, the loss of biodiversity, the negative impacts of climate 

change, and economic and demographic pressures; 

Underlining that deforestation contributes to the deregulation of the water cycle and to the 

acceleration of climate change, with major impacts on the African continent and beyond, at 

economic, social, environmental and security levels; 

Affirming the importance of the ecosystem services provided by the forests and peatland of 

Central Africa, and of their biological, genetic and cultural wealth of global significance, 

providing a habitat for one fifth of all living species found on Earth, of which 30% are endemic; 

Convinced that the survival of these forest ecosystems depends on financing that is more 

accessible, predictable, transparent, fair, equitable, sustainable, results-based, and fully aligned 

with national priorities; 

Reaffirming the importance of collectively working to enhance multilateral cooperation as part 

of an approach based on climate solidarity; 

Recalling their commitment to the implementation of the three Rio Conventions, the Kyoto 

Protocol, the Paris Agreement, the Kunming–Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, the  

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and in particular Goal 13 (“Take urgent action 

to combat climate change and its impacts”), Goal 15 (“Sustainably manage forests, combat 

desertification, halt and reverse land degradation, and halt biodiversity loss”) and Goal 17 

(“Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable 

Development”); 

                                                      
1 Hubau, W., Lewis, S.L., Phillips, O.L. et al. Asynchronous carbon sink saturation in African and Amazonian tropical forests. Nature 579, 80–
87 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-2035-0 
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Underlining the need to diversify sources of financing in addition to public contributions to 

include private sector investments and domestic financing, consistent with the Seville 

Commitment; 

Aware that the achievement by 2030 of the objectives of the Glasgow Declaration on Forests 

and Land Use adopted in 2021 aiming to halt and reverse deforestation and land degradation, 

as well as those of Target 3 of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework adopted 

in 2022, requires a stepping up of efforts;  

Recalling the African Union’s Sustainable Forest Management Framework for Africa (2020–

2030), which guides its Member States and other stakeholders in their efforts to eliminate 

deforestation and forest degradation in line with the Agenda 2063 of the African Union; 

Recalling national forest and biodiversity strategies, as well as local, national and regional 

agreements; 

Building on the COMIFAC Convergence Plan (2015–2025) and the Declaration of 

commitment by the COMIFAC Member States to the forests of Central Africa and call for fair 

financing (August 2021, known as the Fair Deal); 

Welcoming the success of the Global Forest Finance Pledge building on the global commitment 

to forests made in Glasgow, and the COP26 Congo Basin Joint Donor Statement (known as the 

Congo Basin Pledge), which together enabled the mobilization of more than USD1.5 billion 

between 2021 and 2025; 

Recalling the Libreville Plan of March 2023, adopted at the One Forest Summit, aimed at 

establishing “a fair agreement between forest countries and the international community, to 

reconcile environmental ambition and economic development”; 

Recalling the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030), as well as the 

United Nations Decade for Afforestation and Reforestation in line with Sustainable Forest 

Management (2027-2036); 

Welcoming the Tropical Forest Forever Facility (TFFF) initiative as an innovative financing 

mechanism for the protection of standing forests and the commitment to land rights and 

encouraging its implementation;  

Drawing lessons from the Congo Basin Pledge (2021-2021), the Signatories are acting to 

implement this Declaration that accompanies the socio-economic development of Central 

African countries; 

We issue this Political Declaration in order to halt and reverse the loss of forest cover 

by 2030, consistent with the Glasgow Declaration (2021), and to promote the sustainable 

development of the sub-region.  

To do so, this Political Declaration has the sub-objectives of: 

• Establishing the sustainable management, restoration and conservation of forests, 

peatlands and other wetlands of the Congo Basin as a cross-cutting element of public 
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policies, ensuring that all levels of social, economic and environmental governance are 

integrated into decision-making; 

• Developing sustainable value chains and private investment, which promote both the 

ecosystem services and the environmental services provided by the forests of the Congo 

Basin; 

• Mobilizing significant additional financial and non-financial resources at the national, 

regional and international levels to support the implementation of the objectives of this 

Political Declaration for the forests of Central Africa; 

• Strengthening the scientific, academic, technical capacities and local knowledge 

including institutions and the infrastructure needs regarding forest ecosystems of the 

Congo Basin; 

• Basing itself, starting 2026, on an existing mechanism of monitoring the evolution of 

the forest cover in the region and improving the transparency of relations; 

• Ensuring the full participation of civil society, in particular indigenous peoples and local 

communities, in the fair and equitable management of forest ecosystems; 

We agree to establish a joint mechanism of monitoring, mutual transparency and evaluation of 

resulted attained, with clear shared and verifiable indicators in order to ensure the accountability 

and effectiveness of actions undertaken. 

To achieve these objectives, this Political Declaration relies on the actions of the Central 

African Signatory States and their partners.  

 

A. Central African countries agree to: 

1. Further the harmonization and implementation of legislation and regulations in order to 

preserve the cross-border forest ecosystems of the Congo Basin, to improve the business 

climate and to ensure the development of innovative financing mechanisms and 

mechanisms to attract green private financing; 

2. Ensure that new commitments to forest and peatland ecosystems are reflected in the 

nationally determined contributions (NDCs), and the National Biodiversity Strategy and 

Action Plans (NBSAPs) and create synergies and a coherence in their implementation;   

3. Implement ambitious national policies on sustainable forest management, the fight 

against deforestation and land degradation, and the development of sustainable value 

chains, particularly in the agricultural, mining and energy sector; 

4. Strengthen forest governance by ensuring improvements in transparency, traceability, 

efficiency, gender mainstreaming, the fight against corruption and accountability in the 

management of funds allocated to the sustainable management of forest ecosystems; 
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5. Foster access to reliable, harmonized data, in particular via the Central African Forest 

Observatory (OFAC), the Congo Basin Science Initiative (CBSI) and the One Forest 

Vision Initiative (OFVi), and ensure greater incorporation of scientific data in informed 

decision-making;  

6. Build institutional, technical and scientific capacities to organize an offering of projects 

with high environmental integrity eligible for innovative financing mechanisms such as 

carbon credits, biodiversity certificates, payments for ecosystem and environmental 

services and TFFF; 

7. Guarantee land rights, especially of vulnerable groups, inclusive governance, traditional 

knowledge of indigenous peoples and local communities, as well as their direct, fair and 

equitable access to climate and biodiversity financing;  

8. Promote the inclusion of actors of civil society, particularly young people and women, 

in forest governance and regional planning and strengthen their role in the access and 

participation in climate and biodiversity financing;  

9. Address the root causes of deforestation, by implementing policies to improve living 

conditions and to fight poverty; 

10. Facilitate the development of sustainable value chains and promote cultural techniques 

that are conducive to forest conservation and to bring down the current trend of 

deforestation; 

11. Mobilize sufficient, appropriate and sustainable national financial resources to be 

allocated to the preservation of forest ecosystems and peatland, and promote, with a co-

financing approach, the rollout of a payment mechanism for environmental and 

ecosystem services, by guaranteeing a fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising 

from them;  

12. Strengthen incentives for green finance, particularly for national private investors;  

13.  Strengthen support for regional institutions supporting forest governance.  

 

B. The Partners agree to: 

1. Provide scientific, academic and technical support to achieve the objectives set out in 

this Political Declaration; 

2. Provide, with an approach based on achieving results, strengthening sector-specific 

policies and mobilizing the private sector, financial support of at least USD2.5 2 billion 

by 2030; 

3. Seek additional public and private financing and investment while improving the 

coordination, efficiency and accessibility of funds; 

                                                      
2 Annex of the Political Declaration: List of planned contributions from international partners. 
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4. Promote, in major international forums, the place, importance and specific role of the 

Congo Basin forests; 

5. Support regional and cross-border initiatives aiming to maintain and restore the 

ecological connectivity of Congo Basin forests; 

6. Foster durable partnerships that are co-constructed and tailored to the realities of Central 

Africa, giving responsibility to national agencies working on finance management, in 

line with international standards with an approach based on climate solidarity and 

focused on results;  

7. Strengthen cooperation to this end with regional and international financial institutions 

and mechanisms for the transfer of financial resources that have been mobilized for the 

benefit of the forests of Central Africa, while maintaining their freedom regarding the 

choice of financing channels; 

8. Work within multilateral climate and environment funds to ensure better access to 

financing and a greater allocation of funds for the forests of Central Africa; 

9. Support the implementation of a common transparent system for monitoring and 

evaluation policies, result and financial support based on existing mechanisms 

compatible with partners’ internal rules; 

10. Support, where appropriate, the establishment of innovative financial mechanisms with 

high environmental integrity, in particular payments for ecosystem and environmental 

services, green bonds, carbon pricing and market instruments, biodiversity certificates, 

exchanges for nature and results-based approaches; 

11. Monitor the environmental and social impacts of investments on the Congo Basin’s 

forest ecosystems; 

12. Provide scientific, academic and technical support to achieve the objectives set out in 

this Political Declaration, while ensuring that it promotes the full, effective and 

voluntary participation of civil society, particularly young people and women, 

indigenous people and local communities. 
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We, the signatories of this Political Declaration: 

Call for the international community, States, international and regional organizations, financial 

institutions, civil society organizations, the private sector and philanthropic organizations, to 

join us and to take action, politically and financially, for the conservation and sustainable 

management of Central African forest ecosystems.  

We urge future partnerships to adhere to the principles of this Political Declaration, its 

objectives and its demands in terms of transparency and effectiveness.  

 

Adopted in Libreville (Gabon) and launched at the World Leaders Summit of the United 

Nations Climate Change Conference, Belem, Brazil, on 6 November 2025.  

 

 

 

 


