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Research and capacity building to confrontthe climate
and biodiversity crises and promote sustainable
development

https://congobasinscience.net | info@congobasinscience.net Photo credit: Fiston Wasanga /CongoFlux



What is the Congo Basin Science Initiative?

* An independent scientist-led
platform that promotes long-
term investment in science in
the Congo Basin

* Mission:
 Transform our understanding of

the world’s second largest extent
of tropical forest

* Build scientific capacity in the
region

* Use this knowledge to support
sustainable development
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Background to Congo Basin Science Initiative

* Nature paper (Oct “21)
* Environment Ministers of Congo Basin countries,

alongside scientists, call for major new investment in
Congo Basin rainforest science

* Congo Basin Science Meeting, Gabon (Feb “23)

» Large group of scientists, mostly from central Africa,
met in the margins of the One Forest Summit

* Formed Congo Basin Science Initiative (CBSI) and
agreed major research questions

* CBSI ad hoc Scientific Steering Committee
created (Apr "23)

* Lead next steps after Congo Basin Science Meeting
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Setting the agendain research

Comment

Congo Basin rainforest — invest
US$150 millioninscience

Lea ). T. White, Eve Bazalba Masudl, Jules Doret Ndongo, Rosalle Matondo, Arlette Soudan-Nonzult,
alfred Ngomanda, Ifo Suspense Avertl, Cornellle E. N. Ewango, Bonaventure Sonké & Simon L. Lewls.

Theworld's second-largest
rainforest is key to limiting
climatechange — it needs
urgent study and protection.
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Group photo at Congo Basin Science Meeting
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CBSI Science Plan

Congo Basin Regional Observatory
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CBSI Capacity Plan f Congo Basin

Science Initiative

CBSI

Capacity
Building Plan



Launch of Congo Basin Science Initiative f Congo Basin

Science Initiative
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* Summit of the Three Basins, Republic of the
Congo (Oct "23)

* Launch of Congo Basin Science Initiative (CBSI)

* Presentation of CBSI Science and Capacity Plan

* Launch of bilingual website
https://congobasinscience.net

Prof Lucie Temgoua presenting CBSI Science and
Capacity Plan at Summit of the Three Basins

* CBSI accepted as member of Congo Basin
Forest Partnership (Feb "24)

* Enables communication with policy makers and
advisors



https://congobasinscience.net/
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Major investment in Congo Basin Science ,C

Funding from UK International Development announced at COP29

CRAFT-Sustainable Development

» Five years of support (Jan '25 — Mar "30) g o nicrnationzl
. vl Development
* Support 12 central African research groups to co-lead Partnership | Progress | Prosperity

observatories, alongside UK collaborators

* Award 33 Scholarships (MSc and PhD) across six
Observatories

e Deliver CBSI annual conferences

* Set up CBSI Secretariat in Kinshasa to drive forward
broader CBSI Science and Capacity Plan

Foreign Secretary David Lammy
announces funding for Congo Basin
scientists at COP29 on 12
November 2024
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Selection for CBSI Scholarships 'C.

* Scholarships advertised January 2025

* Online workshop: 180 attendees

 Applications submitted: 686

 Candidates shortlisted for interview: 157

» Candidates selected: 11 MSc, 22 PhD scholarships awarded



Regional Population & Nationality of Applicants 'C Gongo Basin

Regional population
Regional population Rep of Congo
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Cameroon
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Applications submitted by country

Submitted Rep of ‘
Congo

Submitted
Cameroon
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Submitted Gabon
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Submitted DRC
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Selected by Nationality ,C Congo Basin
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idates selected by nationality
Selected Rep of

Congo
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Selected
Cameroon
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Selected Gabon
7%
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Examples of CBSI PhD Projects (1) f Congo Basin

* Vegetation, Soil and Biogeochemistry
Observatory

* Aboveground Biomass and Carbon Stocks in Selectively
Logged Forests, PhD at CENAREST, Gabon

* Prof. Donald Midoko Iponga, CENAREST, Libreville
(Gabon)




Examples of CBSI PhD Projects (2) f Congo Basin

Science Initiative

* Land Cover and Land Use Change
Observatory

» The regional climate impacts of deforestation and
forest degradation, PhD at University of Leeds, UK

* Prof. Dominick Spracklen, University of Leeds (UK)

* Prof Medard Obiang, Omar Bongo University
(Gabon)
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Examples of CBSI PhD Projects (3) L congoBasin

* Socioecology Observatory

* MSc in Environmental Anthropology + PhD in
Anthropology

* Prof. Guy Moussavou, Marien N'Gouabi
University / INRSSH (Rep. du Congo)

* Prof. Paulin Kialo, Omar Bongo University /
CENAREST (Gabon)

* Dr. Jerome Lewis, University College London
(UK)
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Funded by:

WY 2”4 UK International
VZIE Development

Partnership | Progress | Prosperity

With thanks to:

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS
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