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• Low ranking of universities
• Low ranking of researchers
• low presence of Central African 

researchers in forums 

AD Scientific Index – countries ranking in 
2024

The plea is donors oriented  
and was co-written by the 
forestry and/or environment 
ministers of Gabon, the DRC, 
Cameroon and Congo...



cifor-icraf.org/ressac

Presentation of the programme 
(European Union funding, 2022 - 2025)

Global Objective 

Promoting ways of managing forest ecosystems 

• That meet the expectations of local stakeholders in Central Africa,

• That make a sustainable contribution to the development of national 

economies

• That contribute to global efforts to maintain biodiversity and combat climate 

change

Specific Objectives 

To focus research work on the operational solutions that need to be invented 

and implemented by those working in the field, faced with the many 

challenges of sustainable natural resource management as part of their 

mandate or productive activities.
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Originality of the programme: research carried 
out by consortia

• a European university or research centre interested in
conducting research in Central Africa

• a university or research centre in a Central African countries

• a manager of a site for the conservation or production of
ecosystem goods and/or services in Central Africa (forest
concession, protected area, agro-industrial concession,
conservation concession), or a manager of a development
project in the forest-environment sector.

Using an hybrid method to seek to directly influence the operating 
methods of economic players, public policies and development 
cooperation policies
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A focus on applied research
Providing 'operational responses' to the political and strategic 
dimension of SFM issues in Central Africa

• Forests provide a direct livelihood for 60 million people, and an 
indirect livelihood for over 100 million people.

• Social and cultural functions undergoing profound restructuring, 
particularly for Ips

• A threatened stock of renewable natural resources, a potential driver 
of future green growth

• An exceptional centre of unique biodiversity, but in accelerating 
decline

• A key role in the climate (rainfall patterns and carbon cycle), with 
the potential to drive development, but currently poorly managed.

The ambition to develop concrete, practical solutions that can be 
developed, formulated and implemented by and with forest managers, 
in line with their own constraints
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A "hybrid" methodological approach
Identification of priority research topics in collaboration with 
stakeholders in the field, based on their expectations and concrete 
needs:

• National administrations and public institutions

• Protected area managers

• Production forest manager

• Agro-industrial operators

• Civil society support organisations

Assigning university researchers as close as possible to the activities 
of those working in the field

Seeking to directly influence the operating methods of economic 
players, public policies and development cooperation.
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Topics 
mapping

26 research projects funded (between '55,000 and 
'300,000 euros) on various topic



Funding for 27 post-doctoral fellow (youth researcher) and 
around _85 Masters students
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Consortia 
mapping

Funding of 25 
consortia (12 in the EU 
and 13 in CA)_90 
institutions from the 
North and South



North-South 
exchange 
mapping

Supporting North and South 
exchange



Funding for researchers to attend international conferences and training courses 
(Portugal, Spain, UK, France, Ivory Coast, Sweden, DRC, Congo, etc.)

RESSAC to date (communication aspect)

Lisbonne, Portugal

Kinshasa, DRC
Montpellier, France

Brazzaville, Congo

Roma Italie
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RESSAC  to date (Capacity building 

aspect)

• Training on project cycle and management (100 
researchers)

• Scientific writing training for post-docs and PhD 
students (60 young researchers)

Kinshasa, DRC

Brazzaville, Congo

Douala, Cameroon
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RESSAC IUFRO
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RESSAC scientific training_ Douala
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RESSAC at PFBC_Kinshasa
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• total de 26 postdocs et 1 doctorant ( 3F)

• 85 Étudiants en Master recrutés Une trentaine ayant soutenu

• 91 institutions de recherche en EU et en AC

• 1 Ouvrage

• 6 articles scientifiques publiés, 65 attendus

• 1 policy brief redigé, et 25 attendus

• 1 special issue en cours

• 8 formantions



CIFOR-ICRAF harnesses the power of trees, forests and agroforestry landscapes to address 

the most pressing global challenges of our time - biodiversity loss, climate change, food 
security, livelihoods and inequity.
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Thank you


