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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Large migratory cattle herds are a widespread phenomenon in the Sahelian and, more recently, 

the Sudano-Sahelian zone of Africa. Despite its economic and social importance, this activity has 

various environmental consequences. This study was carried out to shed light on issues related 

to this activity and provide basic knowledge of various aspects relating to livestock rearing, neo-

pastoralism and unsustainable transhumance. The study area covers the Sudano-Sahelian region 

of Africa ς specifically, the area stretching from the northern fringes of the Congo Basin (Came-

roon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Central African Republic) and the south-

eastern part of the southern Lake Chad Basin, namely the Sudano-Guinean savanna mosaics. 

The methodology adopted was to collect data from various sources, including from key stake-

holders and literature review.  

The findings revealed that due to insecurity arising from armed groups and terrorism as well as 

the expansion of agriculture, pastoralists are often forced to move from their traditional pas-

tures to the arable lands of the Sudano-Guinean areas of the southern Lake Chad Basin and the 

forests of the Congo Basin. Climate change has also aggravated this trend by intensifying/accel-

erating processes such as desertification, droughts and soil erosion, which further deplete land 

and water resources. The same is true of mobile 'neo-pastoralism', through which a new class 

of animal owners (mostly financially powerful and influential individuals from business and po-

litical spheres) is entering the increasingly profitable meat production sector.  

To this end, an increasing volume of forest area is cleared and converted into pasture. In many 

cases, former traditional herders are recruited to manage and protect the herds. They are given 

a share of the herds and, if necessary, they use armed force to assert their usage claims against 

competing demands from other stakeholders. 

The political process of supporting pastoralists has undergone a positive development in recent 

decades. The integration of pastoral communities into various local and sometimes national 

plans and strategies has been considered. For example, a mobile school system introduced by 

the Government of Chad was designed to provide educational services to the children of trans-

humant pastoralists. The Government of Cameroon has appointed the sons and daughters of 

nomadic pastoralists to positions where they are directly responsible for designing and imple-

menting appropriate livestock development measures and promoting the empowerment of no-

madic pastoralists. The Government of the Central African Republic has recognized the im-

portance of pastoralists to the national economy by allocating land and appropriate veterinary 

services to pastoral communities. However, the policies do not go far enough (AU, 2014).  

Transhumance corridors are increasingly exposed to various challenges arising from the control 

of land at the local level. For example, corridors have narrowed, primarily as a result of the ex-

pansion of cultivated surfaces and protected areas. Other challenges include obstructed and 

unsecured corridors, lack of control and security due to the weak representation of the state in 

some remote areas, absence of markings, and the general insecurity that pushes transhumant 

actors to change corridors. 
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Transhumance has impacts on several components of the biophysical environment, including 

protected areas. For instance, many protected areas are increasingly crossed by transhumant 

livestock despite the regulations in force in the countries. The national parks of Zakouma (Chad), 

Waza, Bouba Ndjidda, Bénoué (Cameroon) and others are periodically crossed by herders. There 

are other negative impacts on the biophysical environment. These include the silting up of wa-

tering areas, soil degradation (caused by a failure to respect load capacities), destruction of for-

ests through the excessive cutting of woody plants and transmission of diseases from livestock 

to wild animals. 

Various measures have been suggested to address the complexity of unsustainable pastoralism 

and its adverse effects. For example, it is recommended that the governments concerned coop-

erate intensively with the local traditional entities. Also, innovations in resource management, 

support to increase the productivity of traditional field crops, and support to local governance 

mechanisms recognized by the state and government could be promoted. In particular, sustain-

able pasture management measures are needed, including commonly agreed management 

plans for grazing rotations and herd size limits. The N'Djamena Declaration also emphasized is-

sues of biodiversity and poaching. However, there are several gaps in the sub-region. 

This report makes recommendations on various political, security, diplomatic and operational 

aspects. These include: 

Á Structure local, cross-border and national transhumance platforms that can convey the ex-

pectations of stakeholders and support them in implementing these expectations; 

Á Review and reformulate, if necessary, the policy or strategy documents for developing the 

rural sector at country and regional levels; 

Á Normalize relations between marginalized pastoralist communities and thereby ease con-

flicts, identify and locate all marginalized groups in the various countries, regularize their 

stay and develop the infrastructure and means of production for these communities; 

Á Secure cross-border transhumance corridors by carrying out regular patrols during the 

transhumance period; 

Á The new transhumance threats require that the region's protected areas be managed and 

have sufficient technical and financial resources to address them. Their management must 

include all stakeholders and integrate emerging challenges (transhumance); 

Á Take into account neo-pastoralism within the framework of future land-use planning by 

developing pastoral areas for economic purposes; 

Á Set up and revitalize inter-community dialog mechanisms; 

Á Set up a regional network or platform of livestock breeders on the one hand and farmers 

on the other; 

Á Strengthen inter-regional collaboration between ECCAS countries and ECOWAS states to 

improve information and knowledge sharing for mutual capacity building, regional dialog, 

and coordination of actions, especially across borders in areas such as the Lake Chad Basin. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background and rationale 

The flow of transhumant animals from the Sahel to the equatorial zone is constantly increasing, 

resulting in all kinds of trafficking, insecurity and conflicts. These conflicts have negative socio-

economic impacts, pose threats, intensify pressures and have alarming consequences for wild-

life conservation. Moreover, they significantly undermine the preservation of Central Africa's 

rich biodiversity, the protection of forest ecosystems and the harmonious development of local 

and indigenous communities.  

There is a dire need to act to avoid major civil and armed conflicts in the north of the Congo 

Basin. This situation has become a priority for those who are regularly exposed to cross-border 

transhumance conflicts. In addition, it reflects geopolitical developments: the gradual crumbling 

of the Chadian, South Sudanese and Sudanese states, which has led to a migration of pastoral 

communities from the central Sahel to the Congolese forest (PND, 2018). Transnational trans-

humance is not a new phenomenon in Central Africa. Pastoralist groups from Sudan, Burundi, 

Rwanda and Uganda have been present in the high-altitude wetlands of the Democratic Republic 

of the Congo (DRC) since the mid-18th century (African Union, 2010). Sudanese-Sahelian pas-

toralists have been moving in and out of the Central African Republic (CAR) since the early 20th 

century (IOM, 2014). However, the recent intensification of livestock migration southwards in 

search of grazing resources has reorganized regional land use and opened a new settlement 

border. This migration has exacerbated the current problematic coexistence of mobile pastoral-

ists and local farmers and raised new concerns regarding the ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΩǎ protected areas system 

(Luizza, 2017).  

Pastoralist penetration, which has been increasing for several years in Central Africa, generates 

conflicts that are both frequent and ignored in a rural world where the state's presence is fragile 

(ICG, 2014). These conflicts are escalating due to the combined effect of several factors: growing 

insecurity; climate change, which is pushing pastoralists further south; the destruction of tradi-

tional transhumance corridors, particularly across borders; the expansion of cultivation; and an 

increase in livestock numbers, which are leading to heightened competition over natural re-

sources. 

Although pastoral mobility and pastoralism in general have resulted in strong social ties and 

economic complementarities between several communities, they also generate conflicts that 

are preserved in the collective oral memory and have led to new threats to the conservation of 

biodiversity on the fringes of and within some protected areas. Faced with new challenges in 

managing protected areas, conservation institutions are increasingly mainstreaming pastoralism 

and transhumance in the management plans of protected areas. In the Sahelian and Sudanian 

zones, protected areas are increasingly being invaded by herds of transhumant cattle and local 

pastoralists. As such, conservators can no longer ignore the problems relating to transhumance 

and the dynamics of pastoralism. These concerns have affected the protected areas of Chad and 

the far-north region of Cameroon for some time. Today, they also affect other protected areas 

located further south, namely the national parks of Bouba Ndjida, Benoué and Faro in Came-

roon; the North-East protected area complex and the Chinko zone in CAR; and the Garamba and 

Bili-Uélé parks in DRC (Huchon et al. 2021 EdAP, in publication). 
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In Central Africa, particularly in Chad, Cameroon and CAR, pastoralism plays a significant role in 

livestock production. The contribution of livestock to the gross domestic product (GDP) in these 

countries is estimated at 27% in Chad, 13% in Cameroon and 9% in CAR (African Union, 2013). 

The level of poverty in pastoral communities remains above the average level of 44%. Intra-

regional trade in both livestock and animal products characterizes this region, and all three coun-

tries can export to the Republic of Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and Sao Tome and Principe. 

However, large price differences have been observed, ranging from 32% between Cameroon 

and Gabon to 118% between Chad and Equatorial Guinea. Despite the high purchasing power in 

oil-producing countries (e.g., the Republic of Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and Sao Tome 

and Principe), their capacity to import animal products from Chad, Cameroon and CAR is limited 

due to their small populations. For this reason, Chad sells most of its overbred cattle to Nigeria, 

a highly populated country with a much larger market. 

In several Central African countries, pastoralism is an important socio-economic activity for 

many communities and contributes significantly to the countries' economies. In recent years, 

pastoral conflicts in the sub-region have intensified due to a combination of factors, including 

instability and armed conflict in some areas, the effects of climate change, neglect and disap-

pearance of traditional transhumance corridors, expansion of cultivated areas, and increase in 

livestock numbers. These factors have contributed to cross-border crime, including the illicit cir-

culation of arms, which threatens regional stability. Pastoral and transhumance-related conflicts 

and particularly insecurity have a disproportionate effect on women and children.  

Concerned by these new security threats, the Council for Peace and Security in Central Africa, at 

its fifth ordinary session held in Libreville (Gabon) in March 2018, requested the Secretariat Gen-

eral of the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) to initiate a reflection with a 

view to drafting a convention on pastoralism and transhumance in Central Africa. 

At the political level, the African Union's Economic Commission has initiated a proposal to de-

velop a policy on transhumance and pastoralism in Africa. In 2019, the N'Djamena conference 

included this issue in the political agenda of Central African regional institutions. However, link-

ing transhumance, poaching, illegal trafficking, and the movement of armed groups under the 

same heading has steered the debate towards a security approach to transhumance. Yet, this 

cannot be managed effectively by the conservators of protected areas alone, who have neither 

the means nor the authority to deal with security issues.  

The sustainable management of pastoral resources, equitable and secure access to pastoral re-

sources, climate change, biodiversity conservation, and peace and security are critical issues in 

the pastoral policy framework (AU, 2013). Pastoral development policies and strategies of Afri-

can governments have varied considerably from the post-colonial period to the present. Never-

theless, the political and institutional environment continues to have a significant influence on 

the vulnerability of nomadic pastoralists. Today, there are opportunities to improve the rights 

of pastoralists and foster their economic growth.  

Despite considerable progress in support policies, pastoralists continue to suffer from cultural 

and spatial isolation as well as political marginalization in Central African countries. Human de-

velopment and food security indicators amongst these populations remain low, and public ser-

vice delivery in pastoral areas is still generally much weaker than in other regions of a given 

country. Basic infrastructure also lags behind other sectors, and combined with service delivery, 
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is relatively expensive to provide and maintain in large and remote pastoral areas. Conflicts con-

tinue to have a significant impact on human well-being and hamper economic development. 

1.2 Objectives of the study 

The study's main objective is to provide basic knowledge on various issues related to livestock 

farming, neo-pastoralism, and unsustainable transhumance. The study will also provide guide-

lines to support coordination platforms in following up the N'Djamena Declaration in its differ-

ent geographical blocks, especially pertaining to the development of investment programs to 

make transhumance sustainable and secure. 

1.3 Presentation of the study area 

The study area covers the Sudano-Sahelian region of Africa ς specifically, the area stretching 

from the northern fringes of the Congo Basin (Cameroon, DRC and CAR) and the south-eastern 

part of the southern Lake Chad Basin, namely the Sudano-Guinean savannah mosaics. 

It spans four pastoral zones, according to the African Union (2013). These include Sudano-Sahe-

lian semi-arid pastoral zone; Sudano-Sahelian sub-humid pastoral zone; Guinea humid pastoral 

zone; and high altitude pastoral zone in humid forest (Figure 1). 

1.3.1 Semi-arid Sudano-Sahelian pastoral zone 

The semi-arid Sudano-Sahelian pastoral zone of Africa lies between the southern limit of the 

Sahelian zone and the north of the Sudanian zone. It stretches from the west to the east of Africa 

in Cameroon and Chad in Central Africa (AU, 2013). Annual rainfall ranges from 400mm to 

600mm. This zone has tropical savannah vegetation with a woody layer of deciduous trees and 

shrubs and a soil layer of grasses. Breeders in this region feed various combinations of the fol-

lowing animal species: cattle, sheep, goats, horses and donkeys. Major constraints on pastoral 

activities in the Sudano-Sahelian zone include conflicts with sedentary farmers and uncertainties 

over land ownership and livestock diseases.  

1.3.2 Sub-humid pastoral zone of Sudan and the Sudano-Guinean region 

The sub-humid pastoral zone of Sudan and the Sudano-Guinean region covers a strip of land 

that stretches from west to east Africa across northern Cameroon, southern Chad and northern 

CAR in Central Africa (AU, 2013). Rainfall varies between 900 mm and 1,200 mm. The vegetation 

is a wooded savannah with annual grass species. The high prevalence of animal diseases is one 

of the major constraints on livestock production in this part of Africa. The use of traditional graz-

ing land or land allocated by the government to farmers is a matter of severe tension between 

these two groups, with various land security constraints for pastoralists. Some parts of this area 

are heavily invaded by woody plant species and weeds, which considerably reduce pasture 

productivity. 
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1.3.3 Guinea's humid pastoral zone 

Guinea's humid pastoral zone is a strip of land located at the northern and southern edges of 

the equatorial rainforest. Pastoral activities are limited to hills that are unsuitable for cultivation 

and are often invaded by Chromolaena odorata, a tropical weed that inhibits the growth of fod-

der species. The Adamawa Plateau and the western highlands of Cameroon are good examples 

of the humid pastoral zone of Guinea (AU, 2013). The climate is relatively cool throughout the 

year. Annual rainfall is above 1,200 mm, and the vegetation is tropical savannah dominated by 

annual grass species and some dwarf shrubs. Breeders are often not from the area but have 

increasingly been integrated into local communities and have adopted a sedentary lifestyle. An-

imal diseases, high humidity and insecure land ownership remain major constraints on livestock 

production. 

1.3.4 High altitude pastoral zone in humid forest 

The high-altitude rainforest pastoral zone is mainly found in the Congo-Nile ridge, which spans 

the DRC, Rwanda and Burundi. The climate is cool (16°C to 18°C) year-round; annual rainfall is 

around 1,600 mm. The region has lush pastures and relatively few major animal diseases. In 

DRC, this pastoral land is occupied by farmers from Sudan, Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda who 

have settled there since the mid-18th century (AU, 2013). 

 

Figure 1: Location map of the study area 
Source: ICG, 2014 
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2 METHODOLOGY 

This study was conducted using a participatory approach, including all stakeholders and taking 

into account national and international legislation on transhumance management. The team of 

experts comprised: a pastoralist, a lawyer, and a specialist in protected areas and climate 

change. This multidisciplinary team worked in close collaboration with institutional actors in-

volved in transhumance management. It is important to provide more details on the methodol-

ogy used in this study. The following methods were used to collect data: 

1. Review of available literature, articles and technical reports. 

2. Technical meetings with national focal points of the ministries to assess existing infor-

mation/data on transhumance and neo-pastoral activities, national legislation and other 

regulatory instruments on transhumance activities, etc. Discussions with national focal 

points were also guided by structured questions based on a questionnaire designed for this 

purpose (see appendix). Some of the questions asked concerned the impacts of transhu-

mance and neo-pastoral activities on biodiversity, economic valuation, existing conflicts, 

conflict resolution mechanisms, the role of local traditional leaders in the landscape, cross-

border actions, grazing management, etc. Online consultations of experts in the field of 

transhumance: The online consultations were combined with emails and a review of tech-

nical reports sent by the experts. Discussions were guided by questions in a structured 

questionnaire designed for this purpose. The questions covered technical, management 

and strategic aspects of transhumance activities. They included knowledge of the impacts 

of transhumance on biodiversity, assessing this activity's socio-economic and management 

complexity, the main corridors, creating and monitoring databases, and solutions consid-

ered to resolve conflicts at the landscape level.  

3. Technical meetings and consultations of the CBFP block leaders: The consultations covered 

issues such as data/information on the main transhumance corridors, with presentation of 

the main characteristics, socio-economic impacts of transhumance corridors on local com-

munities, data/information on biodiversity impacts, dynamics and impacts of neo-pastoral-

ism, basic knowledge of this scourge and the leading causes, security problems, displace-

ment of settlements, political ramifications, social and economic consequences, 

implications on biodiversity etc. Prospects and actions for mitigating land use and transhu-

mance conflicts (e.g., limiting the size of herds, support to state-recognized local govern-

ance mechanisms etc.) The role of traditional authorities in conflict resolution and im-

proved management etc. 

4. Technical meetings and consultations with specialized regional and international institu-

tions, international NGOs (OFAC, FAO, COMIFAC, ECCCAS, WCS, GIZ, IUCN etc.): Topics dis-

cussed with sub-regional institutions (COMIFAC, ECCAS, ECOWAS etc.) included the various 

inter-regional legal instruments on transhumance activities. A brief overview of continental 

and regional policy frameworks in the context of environmental management. The Rio Dec-

laration, commitments and challenges in biodiversity conservation and sustainable devel-

opment and the history of transhumance activities in Central Africa. In collaboration with 

specialized structures such as OFAC, we sought technical contributions on the following 

aspects: descriptive maps of the area concerned (the Sudano-Guinean zone (Chad, North 

Cameroon and CAR) and the Sudano-Sahelian zone (Cameroon, DRC and CAR), data on 
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biodiversity hotspots and protected areas, descriptions of cross-border transhumance and 

changes over the last three decades (1990ς2020). Description of the main transhumance 

corridors with the presentation of the main characteristics (illustrative maps). Illustrative 

maps of critical sites with transhumance activities. The impacts of climate change (illustra-

tive maps of biodiversity losses, migration routes, etc.). 

5. Given the current health context, the consultants worked with contracted resource persons 

in the various countries to collect the field data in some critical landscapes and to complete 

the in-country assessment of transhumance activities.  

6. The team organized field missions to some key countries that host regional and interna-

tional specialized institutions. Information/data collected included the following: various 

inter-regional legal instruments on transhumance activities; a brief overview of continental 

and regional policy frameworks in the context of environmental management; security is-

sues, displacement of settlements, political ramifications; the relevance of transhumance 

and neo-pastoralism to security problems in the region, e.g., local conflicts, organized 

crime, the proximity of some neo-pastoralists to Islamist groups, etc. Political and power 

dynamics in the transhumance thematic complex in the Sudano-Sahelian zone and the 

northern Congo Basin, e.g., the role of urban, military elites in neo-pastoralism; examples 

of successful models from across Africa and relevance to the Central African context: a) 

experience in transhumance management / land use conflicts between pastoralists and 

farmers / impact on security b) environmental policy and comparable programs in the Sa-

hel.  

A summary of the information obtained was made and presented in the form of a report.  
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3 RESULTS 

3.1 Dynamics and impacts of transhumance 

Key points 

Á Colonial pastoral development programs were designed and delivered to African states 

with little attention to traditional authorities and institutional frameworks. 

Á The dynamics of land occupation on the fringes of protected areas lead to the encroach-

ment of protected areas by transhumant pastoralists in search of water and grazing. 

Á The states in the study area find it difficult to limit discrimination, disrespect of pastoral-

ists' rights and the poor representation of pastoralists in institutions and decision-making 

processes (land commissions, councils, etc.). 

Á The decline of states weakened by economic crises, armed conflicts, structural adjust-

ment plans and now COVID-19 has called into question the viability of many public ser-

vices, even though they were set up to serve pastoral populations. 

Á The increasing security crises (terrorism, hostage-taking, rebellions), the lack of pastoral 

infrastructure and conflicts have serious impacts on pastoralism. 

3.1.1 Cross-border transhumance and changes in recent decades 

In Central Africa, livestock production is extensive and based almost exclusively on exploiting 

natural food resources (natural pasture, salt licks, water bodies). Traditional practices are no 

longer able to meet the animals' food needs effectively. The scarcity of resources in the Sahelian 

zones pushes pastoralists to travel increasingly long distances searching for pasture and water 

for their animals or for markets. Therefore, for several decades, there has been an increase in 

the scale of cross-border transhumance movements, with animals travelling from Nigeria and 

Cameroon to CAR and their stay in the host areas becoming increasingly long and conflictual.  

The distance between two watering points depends on herd composition (cattle and small ru-

minants rarely travel more than 30 km per day) and size, with larger herds being driven to wa-

tering areas where watering is more accessible than watering points (boreholes, pastoral wells, 

etc.).  

Farmer mobility has continued to be considered irrational and economically inefficient, despite 

emerging research showing that pastoral production is at least as efficient as modern livestock 

production (AU, 2014).  

In the study area, the policy process of supporting pastoralists has been evolving positively over 

the past few decades. The integration of pastoral communities into various local and sometimes 

national plans and strategies has been taken into account. For example, a mobile school system 

introduced by the Government of Chad was designed to provide educational services to the 

children of transhumant pastoralists. The Government of Cameroon has appointed the sons and 

daughters of nomadic pastoralists to positions where they are directly responsible for designing 

and implementing appropriate livestock development measures and promoting the empower-

ment of nomadic pastoralists.  
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The states in the study area find it difficult to limit discrimination, disrespect of pastoralists' 

rights and the poor representation of pastoralists in institutions and decision-making processes 

(land commissions, councils, etc.). The context is marked by emerging pastoralist associations, 

the importance of chiefdoms and relations between border states.  

The decline of states weakened by economic crises, armed conflicts, structural adjustment plans 

and now COVID-19 has undermined the viability of many public services that have been set up 

for the benefit of pastoral populations: pastoral pumping stations or boreholes; health care and 

vaccination systems (vaccinogenic park) for livestock; health and education systems for pastoral 

children, etc.  

Since the 1990s, rebellions have proliferated (successive armed movements in Chad; Boko Ha-

ram in Chad and Cameroon since 2014; rebellion in CAR since 2014), causing a rise in insecurity 

and a breakdown in social ties. The mining and forestry stakes in CAR and Congo, which are 

crucial for these marginal areas, lead to growing local grievances against the central states. 

These crises are also reflected in the massive exodus of pastoralists across the borders to pre-

serve their families and means of production.  

Regarding infrastructure, some markets have been created in the states but are used as cross-

border markets. Infrastructure should be built along the transhumance corridors. The Livestock 

Development Project (PRODEL) in Cameroon has initiated the development of pastoral infra-

structure (vaccinator park, water points, construction of markets, slaughterhouses, etc.) in some 

of Cameroon's councils, including some border councils. However, initiatives should be taken at 

the sub-regional level for better integration and planning.  

In terms of information, the sources of data have also changed in recent decades. The search 

for information on the host area is critical during transhumance. Vital information includes the 

location of the pasture, prices (of livestock and other animals and agricultural products) on the 

markets, the health situation, security, passage corridors and taxes. In recent decades, tradi-

tional cross-border transhumance has shifted towards modernization using new information 

and communication technologies to obtain accurate information on pastoral resources. There 

are many conventional sources of information: front-line scouts, accommodation providers and 

villagers in the host areas, market traders, relatives, friends and other transhumants. With the 

advancement of technology, transhumant herders are using pastoral information techniques 

and faster market information systems through community radios, mobile phones, etc. This can 

be described as neo-pastoralism. Therefore, Congo Basin countries should invest in infrastruc-

ture, including roads, water sources, slaughterhouses, mobile phone relay stations, broadband, 

and health services for people and livestock. 

An example of the use of modern tools 

The Transhumance Tracking Tool (TTT), which has been in operation since August 2020 in the 

East, Adamawa and North regions, provides an understanding of the dynamics of transhumance 

across the border with Chad and CAR. The TTT combines three components, namely: alert, map-

ping and counting.  

More than 400,000 animals, mainly cattle, and almost 11,000 breeders, most of them men, were 

involved in internal or cross-border transhumance in Cameroon between October and Decem-

ber 2020. The herders were mainly of Chadian and Cameroonian nationality, while 2% were 

stateless (Figure 2). 
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With the end of the rainy season, the number of animals crossing into Cameroon increased be-

tween October and December. Almost half (48%) of the transhumance flows observed at the 14 

counting points were leaving Cameroon to reach or return to neighboring countries, and one 

third passed through Cameroon to a neighboring country. Only 11% of the flows entered Cam-

eroon. 

 

Figure 2: Proportion of transhumant types in Cameroon in 2020 

Of the outgoing flows, most animals went to CAR (91%). These figures reflect both the close links 

in transhumant flows between Cameroon and CAR and the downward movements that charac-

terize the last quarter of the year. Inflows, which account for 11% of flows, come mainly from 

Chad (63%). 

In addition, one third of the flows passing through Cameroon are transit flows, mainly from Chad 

to CAR and Congo, and from Nigeria and Niger to Congo and CAR. These flows mostly concern 

movements from Chad to CAR and the Republic of Congo. Finally, internal flows, which account 

for 16% of flows, are mainly from Adamawa to the East and within Adamawa. 

3.1.2 Description of the main transhumance corridors 

A corridor is a strip of land reserved for the passage of livestock to graze and to access a salt 

cure, watering point, or pastoral infrastructure (livestock market, vaccination park, holding pen, 

from one area to another, transhumance, for example). It is a network of access tracks and local 

or regional passageways. These corridors are important elements in cross-border transhu-

mance. In addition to facilitating the movement of animals, they also contribute to reducing 

(mitigating) farmer-herder conflicts (conflicts that often result in human deaths).  

The corridors were demarcated several decades ago in Central African countries to make way 

for the passage of animals in cultivation areas or to allow them to access watering points. Farm-

ers and pastoralists recognize the importance of corridors as a factor for peace (Salihou, 2016). 

However, as a result of population growth, heavy urbanization, insecurity linked to the Boko 

Haram sect, political conflicts in CAR and the ongoing socio-political crisis in North-West and 

South-West regions of Cameroon, the phenomenon of highway robberies in Chad and North 

Cameroon, and hostage-taking throughout Central Africa, these corridors have generally been 

displaced or completely abandoned. They are often occupied by fields and dwellings, and the 

markers on the demarcated and marked transhumance corridors are often ripped out. This is 
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generally due to a lack of monitoring and the failure to consult the local population when setting 

up these corridors.  

Transhumant herders also abandon these routes because of insecurity (violent activities of ter-

rorist groups such as Boko Haram along the Nigerian borders, the anti-Balaka in CAR, etc.), the 

invasion of pastures by invasive grasses and excessive taxation by the authorities at the borders 

of the host zones (Salihou, 2016). 

Situation of transhumance corridors in the Central African Republic  

Seasonal movements of livestock from the Centre-North to the South occurs along the following 

routes: 

Á Sido - Kabo - Mbrés - Bria 

Á Kaga-Bandoro - Damara 

Á Batangafo - Bossangoa - Yaloké - Boda 

Á Bogangolo - Damara. 

These tracks are all blocked by armed groups (anti-Balaka and ex-Seleka). Since the last transhu-

mance meeting in 2011, cross-border transhumants no longer use the official corridors, instead 

colonizing hunting areas and protected areas and those corridors that are defended. 

The literature review shows that the movements of herders, motivated by security concerns, 

have disrupted both the configuration of their distribution on the national territory and the 

transhumance corridors. The regions with a high concentration of herders are the Centre-North, 

Centre-East, East and South-East. 

The return of security will not automatically mean that herders will return to their former local-

ities. These upheavals have a significant impact on livestock management, animal health and 

the cohabitation of displaced and indigenous populations, especially in regions that have expe-

rienced a large inflow of herders. 

Moreover, this new configuration of transhumance has led the anti-Balaka and ex-Seleka to 

adopt a different attitude towards the herders. Indeed, these armed groups offer their protec-

tion services to herders in exchange for cash (disguised racketeering). Some herders are even 

held against their will by anti-Balaka in the Centre-North regions so as not to lose this vital source 

of income. 

Due to insecurity, herders no longer follow their traditional transhumance routes and try new 

routes that are unknown (Figure 3). This breakdown/restructuring of transhumance needs to be 

mapped because, while the use of official corridors exposes herds to organized theft, the use of 

random routes to avoid this risk can increase the risk of crop damage. 
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Figure 3: Transhumance corridors in the Central African Republic 
Source: FAO, 2015 

Situation of transhumance corridors in Cameroon  

In Cameroon, Decision No. 02/MINEPIA of 20 July 1988 updated the layout of cattle tracks, de-

fining and delimiting the different transhumance corridors. This decision defines livestock tracks 

as routes used to transport livestock from breeding areas to marketing centers, transhumance 

areas or other production areas.  

Transhumance corridors are similar to cattle tracks. Cattle tracks have a 25m right-of-way on 

either side of their central axes (i.e., 50m right-of-way). They sometimes run alongside existing 

roads and only use these if there is an obstacle. The decision has defined five types of corridors 

throughout the country:  

Á Tracks in the North and Far-North regions: these include ten tracks in these regions as well 

as the cross-border tracks with Nigeria and Chad. 

Á Tracks in the Adamawa region: these comprise eight tracks across the region and include 

cross-border tracks. 

Á Tracks in the East, Centre and South regions: these comprise eight tracks, including one 

track that crosses the border with CAR.  

Á Tracks in the North-West, West, South-West and Coastal regions: these include 18 tracks, 

one of which crosses the border with Nigeria. 

Á National tracks: these include two national tracks that run from the Far-North to the south 

and one track that runs from Adamawa to the south of Cameroon. 

Although these tracks are clearly defined, they are currently subject to several problems. Most 

of them exist only on paper; they have been occupied and are no longer used in practice. The 

border tracks and some tracks in the Far-North have fallen into the hands of the Boko-haram 

sect, which kills and raids the cattle of transhumant herders. The corridors that used to lead 

from the Far-North to Chad have been redirected. Herders have thus changed their route to 

these tracks. In the Adamawa and North regions, the phenomenon of hostage-taking and 
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highway robbery makes the various tracks dangerous. The same is true in the East at the border 

with CAR. Furthermore, studies conducted by PRODEL in 2019 show that some problems are 

common to all the tracks. These include: 

Á Narrow and obstructed tracks and lack of security; 

Á Lack of control; 

Á No markings or demarcations; 

Á Open access; 

Á Narrow tracks and agropastoral conflicts. 

Figure 4 illustrates transhumance movements in Cameroon in 2020. This figure shows both in-

ternal and cross-border movements. There is no movement in the Far-North, which was once a 

region of high transhumance intensity.  

 

Figure 4: Transhumance movement in 2020 in Cameroon 
Source: IOM 2020 

Situation of transhumance corridors in Chad  

In Chad, the rapid drying up of ponds in pastoral areas in recent years in the north naturally 

pushes herders southwards into agricultural areas earlier than expected (Zakinet, 2015). The 

strong pressure on resources tends to strain relations between herders and farmers. Conflicts 

over the use of land and resources have become recurrent between farmers and herders on the 

one hand and between herders on the other hand. The latter are the deadliest. The rise in 
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conflicts and insecurity presents a real danger for the transhumant livestock system and for 

peaceful access to pastoral resources (Zakinet, 2015). 

Transhumant livestock farming in Chad is characterized by small- to large-scale movements 

(from 50 to more than 500 km), from north to south. The home areas of transhumant herders 

are located north of the 13th parallel and are concentrated in the north-west, center-west, cen-

ter-east and north-east (Salamat, Batha, Wadifira, BET, Kanem, Ouaddaï). Transhumant herders 

leave their home areas at the beginning of the dry season (around November-December) and 

return in the rainy season (from June to July).  

As they have huge herds, herders stay less than nine months in their administrative capital, 

heading south to avoid relying on the very deep wells of their sub-prefecture. Depending on 

their starting position, they reach the lakes and large ponds of Salamat. The most mobile ele-

ments push up to the Central African ridge (Figure 5). Their northward movement is rapid at the 

beginning of the winter season to avoid being cut off from the northern settlements by flooding 

wadis during the rainy season, such as the Batha.  

Among the pastoral systems, it is possible to distinguish a camel driver sub-group, which has 

particular movements in time and direction, even if, in most cases, it follows a similar movement 

pattern to that of the cattle herders. Their movements are less extensive towards the south, and 

they move earlier for the herds to move up.  

Herders distinguish five seasons, during which they carefully monitor the state of the land. The 

start of these pastoral seasons fluctuates from a fortnight to a month, depending on the spatial 

and temporal variation of rainfall. The seasons are:  

Á Darat - the harvest period from September to October. At this time, the pastoralists have 

almost all returned to their usual grazing area in the south of the country;  

Á Chitté - the cold period, corresponding to the beginning of the dry and cool season. It runs 

from January to mid-February. Although livestock must drink from permanent wells, pas-

ture is still plentiful and the work of pumping water from wells does not exhaust people;  

Á the Sef - the dry and hot period, the most difficult and the longest, since it spans until June 

or July. During this season, collecting water for the livestock is exhausting. At the same time, 

the herds become thinner as they have to find pastures further and further away from the 

watering point;  

Á Richach - the period of dust corresponding to the advent of the dry tornado. This occurs 

when there is a change in the general air mass regime and before the first showers. The 

settlements have generally finished covering their nomadic area and scatter to meet the 

rain front;  

Á Kharif - the rainy period, which lasts from July to September. As soon as the rain front has 

moved past the herds stationed in the south, the herders move as far north as possible, 

watering their animals at the surface pools, to take advantage of the Saharan grasslands for 

as long as the surface water allows them to exploit these northern pastures. 
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Figure 5: Livestock farming in Chad with transhumance actors 
Source: Anonymous 2009 

Summary of transhumance activities in the area 

In 2017, the Central Africa Forest Observatory (OFAC) drew up a map of cross-border transhu-

mance, conservation (indicated by protected areas) and insecurity. There is a high concentration 

of transhumance corridors between CAR and Sudan.  

In all three blocks, there are cross-border transhumance corridors between the various coun-

tries: between Cameroon and Chad; between Chad and CAR; and between CAR and DRC.  

The corridors in the study area face several challenges that have been discussed throughout this 

paper. These include climate change, the expansion of agricultural plots and armed conflict. 

Transhumant herders are both perpetrators and victims of armed conflicts, which affect both 

their activities and others, such as agriculture and the management of protected areas.  

In addition to these threats, there is no pastoral infrastructure along the corridors despite some 

initial response in certain countries (Cameroon and Chad). The lack of this infrastructure is also 

a source of conflict. For example, the absence of watering points forces transhumant herders to 

water their cattle in streams. When animals are taken to the watercourses, they generally de-

stroy the fields along the track, which leads to conflicts between herders and farmers. The same 






























































































































