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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Large migratory cattle herds are a widespread phenomenon in the Sahelian and, more recently,
the SudaneSahelian zone of Africa. Despite its economic and social importance, this activity has
various environmental consequences. This study was carried out to shed light on issues related
to this activity and provide basic knowledge of various aspects relttiligpstock rearing, neo
pastoralism and unsustainable transhumance. The study area covers the Stalagitan region

of Africag specifically, the area stretching from the northern fringes of the Congo Basin (Came-
roon, the Democratic Republic of the Congnd the Central African Republic) and the seuth
eastern part of the southern Lake Chad Basin, namely the Se@am®an savanna mosaics.

The methodology adopted was to collect data from various sources, including from key stake-
holders and literature reew.

The findings revealed that due to insecurity arising from armed groups and terrorism as well as
the expansion of agriculture, pastoralists are often forced to move from their traditional pas-
tures to the arable lands of the Sudauinean areas of theouthern Lake Chad Basin and the
forests of the Congo Basin. Climate change has also aggravated this trend by intensifying/accel-
erating processes such as desertification, droughts and soil erosion, which further deplete land
and water resources. The santetiue of mobile 'negpastoralism’, through which a new class

of animal owners (mostly financially powerful and influential individuals from business and po-
litical spheres) is entering the increasingly profitable meat production sector.

To this end, an kreasing volume of forest area is cleared and converted into pasture. In many
cases, former traditional herders are recruited to manage and protect the herds. They are given
a share of the herds and, if necessary, they use armed force to assert theiralsiage against
competing demands from other stakeholders.

The political process of supporting pastoralists has undergone a positive development in recent
decades. The integration of pastoral communities into various local and sometimes national
plans andstrategies has been considered. For example, a mobile school system introduced by
the Government of Chad was designed to provide educational services to the children of trans-
humant pastoralists. The Government of Cameroon has appointed the sons and daughte
nomadic pastoralists to positions where they are directly responsible for designing and imple-
menting appropriate livestock development measures and promoting the empowerment of no-
madic pastoralists. The Government of the Central African Republicebagnized the im-
portance of pastoralists to the national economy by allocating land and appropriate veterinary
services to pastoral communities. Howevilre policies do not go far enoudAU, 2014).

Transhumance corridors are increasingly exposedatmus challenges arising from the control

of land at the local level. For example, corridors have narrowed, primarily as a result of the ex-
pansion of cultivated surfaces and protected areas. Other challenges include obstructed and
unsecured corridors, &k of control and security due to the weak representation of the state in
some remote areas, absence of markings, and the general insecurity that pushes transhumant
actors to change corridors.
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Transhumance has impacts on several components of the bioglhysiwironment, including
protected areas. For instance, many protected areas are increasingly crossed by transhumant
livestock despite the regulations in force in the countries. The national parks of Zakouma (Chad),
Waza, Bouba Ndjidda, Bénoué (Cameraomg others are periodically crossed by herders. There
are other negative impacts on the biophysical environment. These include the silting up of wa-
tering areas, soil degradation (caused by a failure to respect load capacities), destruction of for-
ests throwgh the excessive cutting of woody plants and transmission of diseases from livestock
to wild animals.

Various measures have been suggested to address the complexity of unsustainable pastoralism
and its adverse effects. For example, it is recommended ti@gbvernments concerned coop-

erate intensively with the local traditional entities. Also, innovations in resource management,
support to increase the productivity of traditional field crops, and support to local governance
mechanisms recognized by the statnd government could be promoted. In particular, sustain-
able pasture management measures are needed, including commonly agreed management
plans for grazing rotations and herd size limits. The N'Djamena Declaration also emphasized is-
sues of biodiversityrad poaching. However, there are several gaps in thersgimn

This report makes recommendations on various political, security, diplomatic and operational
aspects. These include:

A Structure local, crosborder and national transhumance platforms thaincconvey the ex-
pectations of stakeholders and support them in implementing these expectations;

A Review and reformulate, if necessary, the policy or strategy documents for developing the
rural sector at country and regional levels;

A Normalize relations betwen marginalized pastoralist communities and thereby ease con-
flicts, identify and locate all marginalized groups in the various countries, regularize their
stay and develop the infrastructure and means of production for these communities;

A Secure crosborder transhumance corridors by carrying out regular patrols during the
transhumance period;

A The new transhumance threats require that the region's protected areas be managed and
have sufficient technical and financial resources to address them. Their managemst
include all stakeholders and integrate emerging challenges (transhumance);

A Take into account nepastoralism within the framework of future langse planning by
developing pastoral areas for economic purposes;

A Set up and revitalize intasommunitydialog mechanisms;

A Set up a regional network or platform of livestock breeders on the one hand and farmers
on the other;

A Strengthen intefregional collaboration between ECCAS countries and ECOWAS states to
improve information and knowledge sharing for matwcapacity building, regional dialog,
and coordination of actions, especially across borders in areas such as the Lake Chad Basin.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background and rationale

The flow of transhumant animals from the Sahel to the equatorial zocernistantly increasing,
resulting in all kinds of trafficking, insecurity and conflidikese conflicthavenegative socie
economic impactsposethreats, intensifypressures anthavealarming consequencdsr wild-

life conservation Moreover, they signifantly underminethe preservation of Central Africa's
rich biodiversitythe protection of forest ecosystems and the harmonious development of local
and indigenous communities.

There is a dire need to act to avoid major civil and armed conflicts in thé 06the Congo

Basin. This situation has become a priority for those whaegalarlyexposedo crossborder
transhumanceonflicts In addition, i reflectsgeopolitical developments: the gradual crumbling

of the ChadianSouth Sudanese and Sudanet®es, which has led to a migration of pastoral
communities from the central Sahel to the Congolese forest (PND, 2018). Transnational trans-
humance is not a new phenomenon in Central AfrRastoralist groups from Sudan, Burundi,
Rwanda and Uganda have lggresent in théhigh-altitude wetlands of the Democratic Republic

of the Congo (DRC) since the riifith century (African Union, 201L0$udanes&ahelian pas-
toralists have been moving in and out of the Central African Republic (CAR) since the early 20th
century (IOM, 2014). However, the recent intensification of livestock migration southwiards
searchof grazing resources has reorgasd regional landuse and opened a new settlement
border. Thismigrationhas exacerbated the current problematic coexisten€mobile pastoral-

ists and local farmers and raised new conceeggmrding thé | Yy R & @dtelciSd@r@s system
(Luizza, 2017).

Pastoralist penetration, which has been increasing for several years in Central Africa, generates
conflicts that are both frequent and ignored in a rural world where the state's presefregyite

(ICG, 2014). These conflicts are escalating due to thbioau effect of several factors: growing
insecurity climate changewhich is pushing pastoralists further southe destruction of tradi-

tional transhumance corridors, particularly across bor¢g#re expansion of cultivatigrandan
increase in livestochkumbers which are leading tdeightenedcompetition over natural re-
sources.

Although pastoral mobility and pastoralisim generalhave resulted in strong social ties and
economic complementarities between several communities, they also generate cottii¢ts

are preserved in the collective oral memory and have led to new threats to the conservation of
biodiversity on thefringesof and within some protected areas. Faced witlew challengesn
managing protected areaspnservatiorinstitutions are incresingly mainstreaming pastoralism

and transhumance in the management plans of protected areas. In the Sahelian and Sudanian
zones, protected areas are increasingly being invaded by herds of transhumant cattle and local
pastoralistsAs such, @nservators cano longer ignore the problems relating to transhumance

and the dynamics of pastoralism. These concerns have affected the protected areas of Chad and
the far-north regionof Cameroon for some time. Today, they also affect other protected areas
located futher south, namely the national parks of Bouba Ndjida, Benoué and Faro in Came-
roon; the North-East protected area complex and the Chinko zor@ARand the Garamba and
BilFrUélé parks in DRC (Huchon et al. 2021 EaARublication).
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In Central Africa, articularly in Chad, Cameroon and CAR, pastoralism plsigsificantrole in
livestock production. The contribution of livestockth® gross domestic product (GDOR}these
countries is estimated at 238in Chad, 1%in Cameroon and%®in CARAfrican Union, 2013).

The level of poverty in pastoral communities remains above the average levebofidida
regional trade in both livestock and animal products charamterihis region, and all three coun-
tries canexport to the Rpublic of CongoGabon, Equatorial Guinea and Sao Tome and Principe.
However, large price differences have been observed, ranging frémb8Bveen Cameroon

and Gabon to 11%between Chad and Equatorial Guinea. Despite the high purchasing power in
oil-producing countriesgg., the Republic of Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and Sao Tome
and Principe)their capacity to import animal products from Chad, Cameroon and CAR is limited
due to their small populations. For this reason, Chad sells most of its overbred cattle tmNiger
a highly populated country with a much larger market.

In severalCentral African countries, pastoralism is an important seeonomic activity for
many communities and contributes significantly to th@untries' econories. In recent years,
pastoral canflicts in the sukregion have intensified due to a combination of factors, including
instability and armed conflict in some areas, the effects of climate change, neglect and disap-
pearance of traditional transhumance corridors, expansion of cultivatedsapaea increase in
livestock numbers. These factors have contributed to ctwssler crime, including the illicit cir-
culation of armswhichthreatensregional stability. Pastoral and transhumaredated conflicts
andpatrticularlyinsecurityhave a disprportionate dfect on women and children.

Concerned by these new security threats, the Council for Peace and Security in Central Africa, at
its fifth ordinary session held in Libreville (Gabon) in March 2018, requested the Secretariat Gen-
eral of the Econome Community of Central African States (ECCAS) to iratraféection with a

view to drafting aconvention on pastoralism and transhumance in Central Africa.

At the political level, the African Union's Economic Commission has initiated a propaisal

velop a policy on transhumance and pastoralism in Africa. In 2019, the N'Djamena conference
included this issue in the political agendadehtral African regional institutions. However, link-

ing transhumance, poaching, illededfficking,and the movement barmed groups under the
same heading has steered the debate towards a security approach to transhumandhisy et
cannot be managed effectively by the conservators of protected areas alone, who have neither
the means nor the authority to deal with sedyrissues.

The sustainable management of pastoral resources, equitable and secure access to pastoral re-
sources, climate change, biodiversity conservatang peace and security areriticalissues in

the pastoral policy framework (AU, 2013). Pastoraledlewment policies and strategies of Afri-

can governments have varied considerably from the jmuodbnial period to the present. Never-
theless, the political and institutional environment continues to hawagnificaninfluence on

the vulnerability of nomait pastoralists Today, there are opportunities to improve the rights

of pastoralists andostertheir economic growth.

Despite considerable progress in support policies, pastoralists continue to suffer from cultural
and spatial isolatiomas well agolitical marginalation in Central African countries. Human de-
velopment and food security indicatoasnongst these populationgmain low, and public ser-
vice delivery in pastoral areas is still generally much weaker than in odgears of agiven
country. Basic infrastructure al$amgsbehindother sectors and combined with service delivery,
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is relatively expensive to provide and maintain in large and remote pastoral areas. Conflicts con-
tinue to have asignificantimpact on human welbeingand hamper economic development.

1.2 Objectives of the study

Thestudy's main objective is to provide basic knowledge on various issues related to livestock
farming, neepastoralismand unsustainable transhumance. The study will also provide guide-
lines to sypport coordination platforms in following up the N'Djamena Declaration in its differ-
ent geographical blocks, especigtigrtaining to thedevelopment of investment programs to
make transhumance sustainable and secure.

1.3 Presentation of the study area

The stuly area covers the Sudai®ahelian region of Africa specifically, the area stretching
from the northern fringes of the Congo Basin (Camerod®C&nd G\R and the soutkeastern
part of the southern Lake Chad Basiamelythe SudaneGuinean savannah masa.

It spans four pastoral zongaccording to the African Union (2013). These include Su&aine-
lian semiarid pastoral zone; Sudar®ahelian suhumid pastoral zone; Guinea humid pastoral
zone;and Hgh altitude pastoral zone in humid foregtigurel).

1.3.1 Semiarid SudaneSahelian pastoral zone

The semiarid SudaneSahelian pastoral zone of Africa lies between the southern limit of the
Sahelian zone and the north of the Sudanian zone. It stretches from the west to the east of Africa
in Cameroon and Chad i@entral Africa (AU, 2013). Annual rainfall ranges from 400tom
600mm. This zone has tropical savannah vegetation with a woody layer of deciduous trees and
shrubs and a soil layer of grasses. Breeders in this region feed various combinations of the fol-
lowing animal species: cattle, sheep, goats, horses and donkajstr constraintson pastoral
activities in the Sudan8ahelian zonmcludeconflicts with sedentary farmers and uncertainties
over land ownership and livestock diseases.

1.3.2 Subhumid pastoral zone of Sudan and the Sud&wnean region

The subhumid pasteal zone of Sudan and the SudaBoinean region covers a strip of land

that stretches from west to east Africa across northern Cameroon, southern Chad and northern
CARnN Central Africa AU, 2013). Rainfall varies between 90 and 1200mm. The vegetatio

is a wooded savannah with annual grass species. The high prevalence of animal diseases is one
of the major constrainten livestock production in this part of Africa. The use of traditional graz-

ing land or land allocated by the government to farmersisadter of severetension between

these two groupswith various land security constraints for pastoralists. Some parts of this area
are heavily invaded by woody plant species and weeds, which considerably reduce pasture
productivity.
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1.3.3 Guinea's humid pastat zone

Guinea's humid pastoral zone is a strip of land located at the northern and southern edges of
the equatorial rainforest. Pastoral activities are limited to hills that are unsuitable for cultivation
and are often invaded bghromolaena odoratea tropical weed that inhibits the growth of @

der species. The Adama Plateau and the western highlands of Cameroon are good examples
of the humid pastoral zone of Guinea (AU, 2013). The climate is relatively cool throughout the
year. Annual rainfall is abev,200 mm and the vegetation is tropical savannah dominated by
annual grass species and some dwarf shrubs. Breeders are oftdronothe area buthave
increasingly been integrated into local communities and have adopted a sedentary lifestyle. An-
imal dseases, high humidity and insecure land ownership remain major constoaititestock
production.

1.3.4 High altitude pastoral zone in humid forest

Thehigh-altitude rainforest pastoral zone is mainly found in the CoiNjle ridge, which spans

the DRC, Rwandand Burundi. The climate is cool (16°C to 1§&afround; annual rainfall is
around 1600 mm. The region has lush pastures and relatively few major animal diseases. In
DRC, this pastoral land is occupied by farmers from Sudan, Burundi, Rwandgah who

have settled there since the mitBth century (AU, 2013).
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2 METHODOLOGY

This studywas conducted using a participatory approaicttiuding all stakeholders arteking

into account national and international legislation on transhumance management. The team of
experts comprised: a pastoralist, a lawyand a specialist in protected areas and climate
change. This multidisciplinary team worked in close collabanatigh institutional actors in-
volved in transhumance managemelttis important to provide rare detaikon the methodol-

ogy used in this study. The following methods were used to collect data

1. Review of available literature, articles and technical reports.

2. Technical meetings with national focal points of the ministries to assess existing infor-
mation/data on transhumance and ngquastoral activities, national legislation and other
regulatory instruments on transhumance activities, etc. Discussions with tfooal
points were also guided by structured questions based on a questionnaire designed for this
purpose (see appendix). Some of the questions asked concerned the impacts of transhu-
mance and negpastoral activities on biodiversity, economic valuatioriséng conflicts,
conflict resolution mechanisms, the role of local traditional leaders in the landscegses
border actions, grazing management, etc. Online consultations of experts in the field of
transhumanceThe online consultations were combinedtivemails andareview of tech-
nical reports sent by the expertBiscussions were guided by questions in a structured
guestionnaire designed for this purpose. The questions covered technical, management
and strategic aspects of transhumance activitieeyTimcluded knowledge of the impacts
of transhumance on biodiversity, assiggthis activity's soci@conomic and management
complexity, the main corridors, creating and monitorishgtabases, and solutions consid-
ered to resolve conflicts at the landscalesel.

3. Technical meetings and consultations of the CBFP block leddergonsultations covered
issues such as data/information on the main transhumance corrjeotis presentation of
the main characteristics, soegconomic impacts of transhumance corridors on local com-
munities, data/information on biodiversity impactsyrhmics and impacts of nqmastoral-
ism, basic knowledgef ahis scourgeand theleadingcauses, security problems, displace-
ment of settlements, political ramifications, social and econonsimnsequencs,
implicatiors on biodiversity etc. Prospects andians for mitigating land use and transhu-
mance conflicts€.g.,limiting the size of herds, support to statecognzed local govern-
ance mechanisms etc.) The role of traditional authorities in conflict resolution and im-
proved management etc.

4. Technical meeéhngs and consultations with specid regional and international institu-
tions, international NGOs (OFAC, FAO, COMBERLCCASVCS, GIZ, IUCN &tdopics dis-
cussed with sulpegional institutions (COMIFAC, ECCAS, ECOWAS etc.) included the various
inter-regional legal instruments on transhumance activities. A brief overview of continental
and regional policy frameworks in the context of environmental management. The Rio Dec-
laration, commitments and challenges in biodiversity conservationsasthinabledevel-
opment and the history of transhumance activities in Central Africa. In collaboration with
specialzed structures such as OFAC, we sought technical contributions on the following
aspects: descriptive maps of the areancerned(the SudaneGuinean zonéChad, North
Cameroon and CAR) and the Sud&ahelian zone (CameroonRDand AR, data on
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biodiversity hotspots and protected areas, descripiof crossborder transhumance and
changes over the last three decades (1€80R0). Description of the maimanshumance
corridors withthe presentation of the main characteristics (illustrative maps). lllustrative
maps of critical sites with transhumance activities. The impacts of climate change (illustra-
tive maps of biodiversity losses, migration routes, etc.).

5. Given the current health context, the consultants worked with contracted resource persons
in thevariouscountries tocollectthe field data in some critical landscapes andomplete
the in-country assessment of transhumance activities.

6. The team orgamzed field missions to some key countries that host regional and interna-
tional specialied institutions. Information/data collected included the following: various
inter-regional legal instruments on transhumance activiteerief overview of continental
and regional policy frameworks in the context of environmental managensentirity is-
sues, displacement of settlements, political ramificatiothe relevance of transhumance
and neapastoralism to security problems in thegion, e.g., local conflicts, orgaméd
crime, the proximity of some negastoralists to Islamist groups, etc. Political and power
dynamics in the transhumance thematic complex in the Sudsaitelian zone and the
northern Congo Basim®,.g.,the role of urkan, military elites in negastoralism examples
of successful models from across Africa and relevance to the Central African context: a)
experience in transhumance management / land use conflicts between pastoralists and
farmers / impact on security lBnvironmental policy and comparable programs in the Sa-
hel.

A summary of the information obtained was made and presented in the form of a report.
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3 RESULTS

3.1 Dynamics and impacts of transhumance

Key points
A Colonial pastoral development programs weesigned and delivered to African states
with little attention to traditional authorities and institutional frameworks.

A The dynamics of land occupation on the fringes of protected areas lead to the encroach-
ment of protected areas by transhumant pastoraist search of water and grazing.

A The states in the study area find it difficult to limit discrimination, disrespect of pastoral-
ists' rights and the poor representation of pastoralists in institutions and degisaéing
processes (land commissions, colsneitc.).

A The decline of states weakened by economic crises, armed conflicts, structural adjust-
ment plans and now COVID has called into question the viability of many public ser-
vices, even though they were set up to serve pastoral populations.

A The inceasing security crises (terrorism, hostdgking, rebellions), the lack of pastoral
infrastructure and conflicts have serious impacts on pastoralism.

3.1.1 Crossborder transhumance and changes in recent decades

In Central Africa, livestock production is extimesand based almost exclusively exploiting
natural food resources (natural pasture, salt licks, water bodies). Traditional practices are no
longer able to meet the animals' food needs effectively. The scarcity of resources in the Sahelian
zonespushespastoralists to travel increasingly long distansearching fopasture and water

for their animals offor markets.Therefore,for several decades, there has been an increase in
the scale of crosborder transhumance movements, with animals travelling from Nigeria and
Cameroon to CAR and their stay in the host areas becoming increasingly long and conflictual.

The distance betweetwo watering points depends oherd composition (cattle and small ru-
minants rarely travel more than 30 km per daypaize, with larger herds being driven to wa-
tering areas where watering more accessibléhan watering points (boreholes, pastoral wells,
etc.).

Farmer mobilityhascontinued to be considered irrational and economically inefficient, despite
emerging researchhowingthat pastoral productions at least as efficient as modern livestock
production (AU, 2014).

In the study area, the policyr@cess of supporting pastoralists has been evolving positively over
the past few decades. The integration of pastoral communities into various local and sometimes
national plans and strategies has been taken into accdtmtexamplea mobile school syste
introduced by the Government of Chad was designed to provide educational services to the
children of transhumant pastoralists. The Government of Cameroon has appointed the sons and
daughters of nomadic pastoralists to positions where they are directlyaesible for designing

and implementing appropriate livestock development measures and promoting the empower-
ment of nomadic pastoralists.
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The states in the study area find it difficult to limit discrimination, disrespect of pastoralists’
rights and the por representation of pastoralists in institutions and decisinaking processes

(land commissions, councils, etc.). The context is marked by emerging pastoralist associations,
the importance of chiefdoms and relations between border states.

The decline bstates weakened by economic crises, armed conflicts, structural adjustment plans
and now COVH29 has undermine the viability ofmanypublic services that have been set up
for the benefit of pastoral populations: pastoral pumping stations or boreholealth care and
vaccination systems (vaccinogenic park) for livestoeklth and education systems for pastoral
children, etc.

Since the 1990s, rebellions have proliferated (successive armed movements jrBCkada-

ram in Chad and Cameroon since 20®bellion in CAR since 2014), causing a rise in insecurity
and a breakdown in social ties. The mining and forestry stakes in CAR and Congo, which are
crucial for these marginal arealgad to growing local grievances against the central states.
These crisg are also reflected in the massive exodus of pastoralists across the borders to pre-
serve their families and means of production.

Regardingnfrastructure, some markets have been created in the states but are used as cross
border markets. Infrastructureh®uld be built along the transhumance corridors. The Livestock
Development Project (PRODEL) in Cameroon has initiated the development of pastoral infra-
structure (vaccinator park, water pomtconstruction of markets, slaughterhouses, etc.) in some

of Cameoon's councils, including some border councils. However, initiatives should be taken at
the subregional level for better integration and planning.

In terms of information, the sources dhtahave also changed in recent decades. The search
for information on the host area isritical during transhumanceVital information includeghe
location of the pasture, price®f livestockand otheranimalsand agricultural products) on the
markets, the health situation, security, passage corridors @amés. In recent decades, tradi-
tional crosshorder transhumance has shifted towards modeation using new information

and communicationtechnologies to obtain accurate information on pastoral resources. There
are manyconvertional sources of informatiorfront-line scoutsaccommaodatiorproviders and
villagers in the host areas, market traders, relatives, friends and other transhumants. With the
advancement of technology, transhumant herders are using pastoral information techniques
and faster market infomation systems through community radios, mobile phorets, This can

be described asec-pastoralism Therefore, Congo Basin countries should invest in infrastruc-
ture, including roads, water sources, slaughterhouses, mobile phone relay stationsbanoiad

and health services for people and livestock.

An example of the use of modern tools

The Transhumance Tracking Tool (TTT), which has been in operation since August 2020 in the
East, Adamawa and North regions, provides an understanding of the dyrartri@sshumance

across the border with Chad a@ARThe TTT combines three components, namely: alert, map-
ping and counting.

More than 400,000 animals, mainly cattle, and almost 11,000 breeders, most of them men, were
involved in internal or crosBordertranshumance in Cameroon between October and Decem-

ber 2020. The herders were mainly of Chadian and Cameroonian nationality, Wovier2
stateless figure2).
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With the end of the rainy season, the number of animals crossing into Cameroon increased be-
tween October and December. Almost half#3&f the transhumance flows observed at the 14
counting pointswere leavingCameroon to reach or return to neighboring countries, ame

third passed through Cameroon to a neighboring country. Ordgdfithe flows entered Cam-
eroon.

10%

e m Sortant

Transit
Interne

Entrant

32%

Figure2: Proportion of transhumant types in Cameroon in 2020

Of the outgoing flowgnostanimals went to CAR®1%). These figures reflect both the close links
in transhumant flows between Cameroon and CAR and the downward movemanishrac-
terize the last quarter of the year. Inflows, which account fofddf flows, come mainly from
Chad (629).

In addition,onethird of the flows passing through Cameroon are transit flowainip from Chad

to CAR and Congandfrom Nigeria and Nigeto Congo and CAR. These flowsstly concern
movements from Chad to CAR and the Republic of Congo. Finally, internal flows, which account
for 168%0f flows, are mainly from damawato the East and within Adamawa.

3.1.2 Description of the maitranshumance corridors

A corridor is a strip of land reserved for the passage of livestock to grak¢o access a salt
cure, watering point, or pastoral infrastructure (livestock market, vaccination park, holding pen,
from one area to another, transhumae for examplg. It is a network of access tracks and local
or regional passageways. Theserridors are important elementsin crossborder transhu-
mance. In addition to facilitating the movement of animalsy also contribute to reducing
(mitigating)farmer-herder conflicts (conflicts that often result in human deaths).

The corridors were demarcated several decades ago in Central African countries to make way
for the passage of animals in cultivation areasooallow them toaccessvatering pointsFarm-

ers and pastoralists recogrithe importance of corridors asfactor for peacgSalihou, 2016).
However, as a result of population growth, heavy urkatibn, insecurity linked to the Boko
Haram sect, political conflicts in CAR and the ongoing gmtitical crisis in NorttWest and
SouthWest regions of Cameroon, the phenomenon of highway robberies in Chad and North
Cameroon, and hostagaking throughout Central Africa, these corriddravegenerallybeen
displaced or completely abandoned. They afeen occupied by fields and dwellings, and the
markers on the demarcated and marked transhumance corridors are often ripped out. This is
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generally due t@lack of monitoring and the failure to consult the local population when setting
up thesecorridors

Transhumant herders also abandon these rauteecause of insecurity (violent activities of ter-
rorist groups such as Boko Haram along the Nigerian borders, th&alatka in CAR, etc.), the
invasion of pastures by invasive grasses amggsivaaxationby the authorities at the borders
of the host zones (Salihou, 2016).

Situation of transhumance corridors in the Central African Republic

Seasonal movements of livestock from the CeiNath to the Soutloccursalong the following
routes:

A Sido- Kabo- Mbrés- Bria

A KagaBandoro- Damara

A Batangafo BossangoaYaloké Boda
A Bogangolo Damara

These tracks are all blocked by armed groups {Bakika and eeleka). Since the last transhu-
mance meeting in 2011, cred®rder transhumants no longer usiee official corridorsinstead
colonizing hunting areas and protected areasdthosecorridorsthat are defended.

The literature review shows that the movements of herders, motivated by security concerns,
have disrupted both the configuration of theirstlibution on the national territory and the
transhumance corridors. The regions with a high concentration of herders are the Céntre
CentreEast, East and SouHnast.

The return of security will not automaticallgeanthat herders will return to the former local-

ities. These upheavals have a significant impact on livestock management, animal health and
the cohabitation of displaced and indigenous populations, especially in regions that have expe-
rienced a large inflow of herders.

Moreover, this new anfiguration of transhumance has led the aBtilaka and eSeleka to

adopt a different attitude towards the herders. Indeed, these armed groups offer their protec-
tion services to herders in exchange for cash (disguised racketeering). Some herders are even
held against their will by anBalaka in the CentrBlorth regionsso as not tdose thisvital source

of income.

Due to insecurity, herders no longer follow their traditional transhumance routes and try new
routes that areunknown igure3). This breakdown/restructuring of transhumance needs to be
mapped because, while the use of official corridors exposes herds to medahift, the useof
random roues toavoidthis risk can increase the risk of crop damage.
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Nouvaux corridors
(2015)
e

. Anciens corridors
: Zones intéressées (avant 2015)
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Figure3: Transhumance corridors in the Central African Republic
SourceFAO, 2015

Situation of transhumance corridors i@ameroon

In CameroonbecisiorNo. 02/MINEPIA of 20 July 1988datedthe layout of cattle tracksde-
finingand delimitngthe different transhumance corridors. Thiecisiondefines livestock tracks
as routes used to transport livestock from breeding areas to markegmgers transhumance
areas or other production areas.

Transhumance corridors are similar to cattle tracks. Cattle tracks have a 25rofrighy on
either side of their central axegd., 50m rightof-way). They sometimes run alongside existing
roads and only use thesf there isan obstacle. Thdecisionhas definedive types of corridors
throughout the country

A Tracks in the North and Falorth regionsthese includeen tracks in these regiornss well
asthe crossborder tracks with Nigeria and Chad.

A Tracks in te Adamawa region: these comprisgght tracks across the regioand include
crossborder tracks.

A Tracks in the East, Centre and South regions: these congighetracks including one
track that crosses the border witBAR

A Tracks in théNorth-West, West, SouthWest and Coastal regions: these include 18 tracks,
one of which crosses the border with Nigeria.

A National tracks: these include two national tracks that run from theNfath to the south
and one track that runs from Adamawa to theuth of Cameroon.

Althoughthese tracks are clearly defined, they are currently subject to several problems. Most
of them exist only on papethey have been occupied and are no longer used in praclibe
border tracks and some tracks in the forth have fallen into the hands of the Bok@aram
sect, which kills and raids the cattle of transhumant herders. The corridors that used to lead
from the FarNorth to Chad have been redirected. Herders have thus changed their route to
these tracks. In the Adamea and North regions, the phenomenon of hostdgking and
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highway robbery makes the various tracks dangerous. The same is true in the East at the border
with CARFurthermore studies conducted by PROLOEL2019 show that some problems are
common to all be tracks. These include:

A Narrow and obstructed tracks and lack of security;

A Lack of contrgl

A No marking®r demarcations

A Open access

A Narrow tracks and agropastoral conflicts

Figure4 illustrates transhumance movements in Cameroon in 2020. This figure shows both in-
ternal and cros$dorder movements. There is no movement in the-Rarth, whichwas oncea
region of high transhumance intensity.

Collecte de données: Oct Décembre 2020
Date de pubi rier 2021

@ DTM SUIVI DES MOUVEMENTS DE TRANSHUMANCE (TTT) TABLEAU DE BORD #01

Carte des flux de transhumance interne au Cameroun Carte des flux de transt e transfri liere

Parmi les flux sortants, la grande
majorité des animaux se dirigent
vers la République centrafricaine
(RCA, 91% des flux sortants).
Ces chiffres refletent a la fois les
liens étroits entretenus par les
flux transhumants entre le
Cameroun et la RCA et les
mouvements descendants qui
caractérisent le dernier
trimestre de l'année. Les flux
entrants, qui représentent ||
pour cent des flux, proviennent
majoritairement du Tchad (63%
des flux entrants). Par ailleurs,
un tiers des flux passant par le
Cameroun sont des flux de
transit, partant pour la grande
majorité du Tchad et se
dirigeant vers la RCA et le
Congo, mais aussi en
provenance du Nigeria et du
Niger vers le Congo et la RCA.
Ces flux concernent
principalement les mouvements
allant du Tchad vers la RCA et
la République du Congo. Enfin
les flux internes, qui
représentent |6 pour cent des
flux, se dirigent majoritairement
de I'Amadoua vers I'Est et au
sein de I'Adamaoua.

PAYS DE DESTINATION
Congo
PAYS DE PROVENANCE Cameroun Tchad RCA Nigéria Niger Soudan Brazzaville Total

Cameroun 66409 4 29€ 195553 35C 2238 134 270193 N
Tchad 26208 129218 ¢
RCA 19171 19943

Nigéria 43 1752

Niger 995 3183

Soudan 92
Total 112826 4894 274316 4146 0 2238 25961 424381 °

ORGANISATION INTERNATIONALE POUR LES MIGRATIONS (OIM) T @ B
Contact: DTMCameroon@iom.int https://displacement.iom.int  https://dtm.iom.int 257 0 5.2 @ons cammas (5

Figure4: Transhumance movement in 2020 in Cameroon
SourceiOM 2020

Situation of transhumance corridors in Chad

In Chad, the rapid drying up of ponds in pastoral areas in recent years in the north naturally
pushes herders southwards miagricultural areas earlier than expected (Zakinet, 2015). The
strong pressure on resources tends to strain relations between herders and farmers. Conflicts
over the use of land and resources have become recurrent between farmers and herders on the
one hand and between herders on the other hantihe latter are the deadliest The rise in
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conflicts and insecuritpresentsa real danger for the transhumant livestock system &od
peaceful access to pastoral resources (Zakinet, 2015).

Transhumant livestock fening in Chad is characteed by small to largescale movements

(from 50 to more than 500 km), from north to south. The home areas of transhumant herders
are located north of the 13th parallel and are concentrated in the nerést, centerrwest,cen-
ter-east and northeast (Salamat, Batha, Wadifira, BET, Kanem, Ouaddai). Transhumant herders
leave their home areas at the beginning of the dry season (around Novebdmymbe) and

return in the rainy season (from JuteJuly).

As they have huge herdsetders stay less than nine months in their administrative capital,
heading southo avoidrelying on the very deep wells of their syirefecture. Depending on

their starting position, they reach the lakes and large ponds of Salamat. The most mobile ele-
ments push up to the Central African ridge (Figure 5). Their northward movement is rapid at the
beginning of the winter season to avoid being cut off from the northern settlements by flooding
wadis during the rainy season, such as the Batha.

Among the pastorasystems, it is possible to distinguish a canh@ter sub-group, which has
particular movements in time and direction, everirifmost casegt follows a similamovement
pattern to that of the cattle herders. Their movemeiat® less extensive towards the souémd
they move earlier for the herds to move up.

Herders distinguisfive seasons, during which they carefully monitor the state of the land. The
start of these pastoral seasons fluctuates from a fortnight to a masi¢pending on the spatial
and temporal variation of rainfallheseasonsare:

A Darat- the harvest period from September to October. At this time, the pastoralists have
almost all returned to their usual grazing area in the south of the country;

A Chitté-the cold period, corresponding to the beginning of the dry and cool season. It runs
from January to midrebruary. Although livestock must drink from permanent wells, pas-
ture is still plentiful and the work of pumping water from wells does not exhaustlpeop

A the Sef the dry and hot period, the most difficult and the longest, since it spans until June
or July. During this season, collecting water for the livestock is exhausting. At the same time,
the herds become thinner as they have to find pasturethierrand further away from the
watering point;

A Richach the period of dust corresponding to the advent of the dry tornadibisoccurs
when there is a change in the general air mass regime and before the first showers. The
settlements have generally fgtied covering their nomadic area and scatter to meet the
rain front;

A Kharif- the rainy period, which lasts from July to September. As soon as the rain front has
moved past the herds stationed in the south, the herders move as far north as possible,
watering their animals at the surface pools, to take advantage of the Saharan grasslands for
as long as the surface water allows them to exploit these northern pastures.
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Figure5: Livestock farming in Chad with transhumance actors
Souce:Anonymous 2009

Summary of transhumance activities in the area

In 2017, theCentral Africarorest Observator{OFAC) drew up a map of crdswder transhu-
mance, conservatiofindicated by protected aredand insecurity. There is a high concentration
of transhumance corridors betweedARand Sudan.

In all three blocks, there are crebsrder transhumance corridors between the various coun-
tries: between Cameroon and Chad; between Chad @AdRand betweenCARandDRC

The corridors in the study area face several challenges that have been discussed throughout this
paper. These include climate change, the expansion of agricultural plots and armed conflict.
Transhumant herders are both perpetrators and viaimf armed conflicts, which affebbth

their activities and others, such as agriculture and the management of protected areas.

In addition to these threats, there i pastoral infrastructure along the corridors despite some
initial response irtertaincountries (Cameroon and Chad). The lack fitfirastructure is also

a source of conflict-or example,tie absence of watang points forces transhumant herders to
water their cattle in streams. When animals are taken to the watercourses, they gerdgally
stroy the fields along the track, which leads to conflicts between herders and farmers. The same
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