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Side Event: Practical Solutions on Migration, Security and Climate Change: Initiatives and Engagement from Civil Society and the UN to Address and Resolve Challenges  

at the Second International Ministerial Conference on transboundary Transhumance - Nexus: Transhumance, Protected Areas and Natural Resources, Development, Peace and Security from 10 - 12 July 2023 in Yaoundé, Cameroon

10am-12am, 10th  July at the Hilton Hotel Yaoundé, Cameroon
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	Context:
	According to the African Union and the United Nations, Africa is the continent most vulnerable to the consequences of climate change and climate variability. While climate change may not be the reason for conflicts, it can act as a key risk multiplier under pre-existing instability factors such as inter-community conflicts, poverty, weak institutions and poorly functioning governance structures. Climate change has the potential to intensify land-use and natural resource-based conflicts such as those between transhumance populations and stationary farming communities. Further, it can trigger environmental migration and displacement, and as a consequence, can exacerbate general instability. 

In the Lake Chad Basin, environmental pressures have significantly effected levels of human security, and compounding the wide presence of Non-State Armed Groups with cross border dynamics since 2009, environmental degradation and erratic seasonal rain patterns are threatening the livelihoods of the predominantly rural populations with lower levels of scarce natural resources for a heightened sense of competition that feeds into existing social tensions. In the Horn of Africa region, increasing extreme weather events have led to crop and livestock diseases that have resulted in food insecurity with changing in rainfall patterns also causing outbreaks of conflicts between the different pastoral groups over scarce natural resources. Finally, the wider Sahel region illustrates the interdependence between climate change and security, with its consequences further contributing to a fragile environment marked by food insecurity and scarce natural resources that terrorist groups can use to further exploit and recruit youth.  

The role of local communities in dealing with these climate change driven conflicts and insecurities is very critical. Communities have continued to embrace various locally-led coping mechanisms for either avoiding or resolving conflicts and insecurities within their local environments, and through the usage of different tools and approaches, have proved effective in addressing conflicts. 

	Programme & Agenda:
	It is within this context, that the Regional Programme for Energy Security and Climate Change of Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Cameroon are organising a side-event on tools and solutions of locally led decisions for climate change adaptation, at the margins of the Second International Ministerial Conference on transboundary Transhumance – Nexus in Yaoundé, Cameroon.  By bringing together  research partners and civil society organisations from various countries,  the side event aims to shed light on concrete tools for civil society inclusion and to share best practices  to address the complex realities of the climate change and security nexus areas as described above.

		Time
	Item
	Speaker

	9h30-10h00
	Arrival and Installation
	

	
	Moderation
	Abdel Rahmane Diop, IOM Cameroon Chief of Mission

	10h00-10h10
	Opening Remarks and Introduction of Panel Members
	Ulf Laessing, Head of Sahel Program at KAS, Mali

	10h10-10h20
	The role and approaches of Civil Society for community-level Climate Change adaptation and response
	Anthony Akpan, President
Pan African Vision for the Environment (PAVE), Lagos, Nigeria 

	10h20-10h30
	Usage of different tools (and approaches) for engagement and data driven decisions
	Hind Aissaoui Bennani (tbc), Regional Thematic Specialist for Migration, Environment and Climate, IOM Regional Office, Dakar

	10h30-10h40
	UN and CSO’s constructive dialogue with Government for addressing climate change challenges
	Mr Ahmed DJIGA, Environmental Lawyer and Former Technical Advisor to the Minister of Energy, Burkina Faso

	10h40-11h20
	Q&A
	

	11h20-11h30
	Closing Remarks
	African Development Bank (tbc)




	Language:
	The side event will be undertaken in both English and French, with live translations provided.  

	Costs:
	For invited guests of the side event, the organizers will cover all expenses related to the participation of the event. This includes:
Transportation:
Round trip economy flight ticket for international participants; for national participants travelreimbursement will be delivered under reception of their travel tickets and original invoices.
Accommodation & Meals:
Both, hotel and meals will be provided to participants during the period of the meeting.

	Further 
Information:
	yaoundekasconf@iom.int 
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